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Stop breaches with 
privileged access security 
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The IT security landscape is extraordinarily complex 
as attackers continue to develop new and ingenious 
methods of compromising user credentials. Almost 
always, the objective for threat actors is to get to 
privileged credentials. They do this through straight 
compromise or by escalating access until they get 
to a privileged users. To prevent the success of 
threat actors, organizations must strengthen their 
privileged access management (PAM) practices. 

Did you know that intrusion tools, which were 
originally developed by the intelligence agencies 
of nation states, have been leaked into the wild 
and now are for sale to anyone through online 
stores? And, unlike the hackers of a few years ago, 
novices can easily join in the mayhem as stolen 
credential data is published every few days.  

Patching and deployment delays
Although software vendors patch monthly, security 
researchers continue to find vulnerabilities in 
applications, products and operating systems. 
While vendors are diligent about addressing 
vulnerabilities, IT personnel may not always get 
around to installing those updates fast enough, 
as they often have many other responsibilities 
supporting team members that can be spread over 
geographies and time zones around the globe. 

These days attackers find it simpler to monetize 
their activities either by deploying

1. Ransomware that encrypts a target’s data/
systems and demanding payment for an 
unlock solution  

2. Coin mining software that generates 
cryptocurrency uses the target organization’s 
infrastructure 

So, hacking tools are easy to procure and to use 
with little knowledge. On top of that, hacker profits 
are up which is likely to lead to a more aggressive 

cybersecurity landscape. Easy and profitable. 
That’s an attractive situation for those inclined to 
play on the dark side. Because of this, organizations 
must strengthen their PAM practices to protect 
their systems and data. 

Identity Sprawl 
On top of the cyber threats, the number of 
accounts and identities within most organizations 
has exploded, meaning that more users - people 
and machines/bots -  have access to business 
resources. A recent One Identity survey of IT 
security professionals found that 

And with the rise of cloud computing, home 
offices, remote working and SaaS applications, this 
has created a risky condition known as identity 
sprawl. That fact that each resource manages 
user access and security differently, leverages 
various authentication processes and technologies 
– such as federation and single-sign-on – means 
that managing far-flung identity data is a massive 
challenge and with a huge downside. And the 

25%
of organizations have seen the 
number of identities they manage 
grown by 10x in the last decade.

downside and risk are no greater than with 
privileged users, who have access to the backbone 
of your infrastructure. With privileged-user data 
redundantly stored in silos across your hybrid 
enterprise and in third-party databases, the risk is 
real and could lead to devastating results.  

Introduction 
Today’s privileged access security is a must-have to protect 
your digital resources and users. 

https://www.oneidentity.com/whitepaper/global-survey-results-2021executive-summary-understanding-the-trend-to8152920/
https://www.oneidentity.com/whitepaper/global-survey-results-2021executive-summary-understanding-the-trend-to8152920/
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Identity is the new perimeter
The traditional security perimeter has become 
increasingly ineffective against modern threats. 
For many IT managers, privileged access security 
requirements are often beyond the management 
and governance capabilities of legacy PAM 
solutions. And with the current cyber threats, 
securing the accounts and identities of those users 
and bots is paramount to safe business operations. 

Better processes – higher retention 
Many companies also face the headwinds of a 
competitive employee market which makes hiring 
and retaining people more important than ever. 

In January 2022, the U.S. White House Office of 
Management and Budget, issued a memorandum 
on advancing specific security measures to 
dramatically reduce the risk of cyberattacks 
against the federal government. The memo advised 
agencies to follow guidelines consistent with CISA’s 
Zero Trust security model.  

The model included:  

1. Adopt enterprise-wide identity systems

2. Enable Multifactor Authentication (MFA)

3. Role-Based Access Control (RBAC) 
models must be supported in all Privileged 
Access Management products and have an 
authorization plugin that enables finer grain 
authorizations

What is Zero Trust?  
According to the White House’s security 
recommendations, organizations can see that 
implementing Zero Trust and understanding 
identity sprawl are critical elements of modern 
identity security best practices. But what is Zero 

Trust? It is a proven security model that eliminates 
vulnerable permissions, and unnecessary or 
excessive access. With its mantra of ‘Never trust, 
verify everything’ Zero Trust favors specific-rights 
delegation and provisioning with granularity. 
Essentially, no user has standing access to any 
resource. Either through immediate or automated 
approval workflows and session controls, privileged 
users only have access to resources for the time 
they need to do a task, then access is shut off. It’s 
just-in-time (JiT) provisioning on steroids. This 
enables for only the right users to have the right 
access at the right time. 

And 94 percent of those IT security professionals 
said they faced a range of barriers to 
implementation. As Bruce Esposito, Global IAM 
Strategist with One Identity, noted in a recent 
webinar, Zero Trust is not a software tool that is 
bought off the shelf, but a set of policies that locks 
down access and is part of a modern security 
strategy. According to the earlier mentioned 
survey, 75 percent of respondents said Zero Trust 
was extremely important, but only 14 percent had 
implemented Zero Trust.

Where to start? 
Where should a customer begin? To implement a 
proper modern security strategy that includes Zero 
Trust and controls identity sprawl, One Identity 
introduced the Unified Identity Security Platform. 
The integrated solutions that make up Unified 
Identity Security Platform bring governance to  
the far reaches of your enterprise. 

Research shows that optimizing 
employee and customer 
experience through newer and 
seamless solutions improves 
overall satisfaction and retention. 

75%
Of respondents 
said Zero Trust was 
extremely important
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It enables organizations to take a holistic approach 
to managing all resources, from on-prem to 
the cloud and back again. This set of industry-
leading solutions includes Identity Governance 
and Administration (IGA), Identity and Access 
Management (IAM), Privileged Access Management 
(PAM), and Active Directory Management and 
Security (ADMS) portfolios. Our platform of 
modular and integrated technologies enables 
organizations to implement as needed. This 
allows customers to consolidate identity 
security vendors in your infrastructure and 
to address their most pressing security gaps 
first, as well as create a deployment roadmap 
to reach their cybersecurity goals. 

See Survey Exec Brief.

About One Identity

One Identity delivers unified identity security 
solutions that help customers strengthen 
their overall cybersecurity posture and 
protect  the people, applications and data 
essential to business. Our Unified Identity 
Security Platform brings together best-in-
class Identity Governance and Administration 
(IGA), Identity and Access Management 
(IAM), Privileged Access Management 
(PAM) and Active Directory Management 
and Security (ADMS) capabilities to enable 
organizations to shift from a fragmented to 
a holistic approach to identity security. One 
Identity is trusted and proven on a global 
scale – managing more than 500-million-
plus identities for more than 11,000 organizations 
worldwide. For more information, visit  
www.oneidentity.com. 

The integrated solutions 
that make up Unified 
Identity Security Platform 
bring governance to the far 
reaches of your enterprise. 
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